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Success 
for All Students

Spring Branch ISD 

will be the premiere 

college-focused school 

district in the state 

of Texas and will 

prepare all students 

for success after high 

school graduation.
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RECOGNIZED

A Place of Neighborhood 
Schools
The Memorial/Spring Branch region and 
Spring Branch Independent School District 
(SBISD) encompass about 44 square miles 
of wooded suburbs and vibrant business 
districts located west of downtown Houston 
along Interstate 10, or the Katy Freeway.

About 188,000 district residents live in 
west Houston or in the incorporated villages 
of Bunker Hill, Hedwig, Hillshire, Hunters 
Creek, Piney Point and Spring Valley. Our 
families represent the spectrum from wealth 
and privilege to poverty and high need. Many 
have lived in the Memorial/Spring Branch 
area all their lives, while other families are 
new to the area.  

SBISD follows a small neighborhood school 
concept where attendance areas have been 
established for each individual school. Stu-
dents go to the school in the attendance 
area in which they reside. As an established 
community, SBISD’s campus attendance 
zones rarely change.

Nationally Recognized
Despite recent economic challenges, SBISD remains recognized as one of the top public 
school districts in the nation. We continue to attract families – including the families of 
returning sons and daughters who grew up here – who rank quality of education as a 
top priority for them. Year after year, our college-readiness indicators exceed regional, 
state and national averages.

SBISD is home to 25 elementaries, seven traditional middle school campuses, and four 
traditional high schools. In addition, it operates two innovative public charter schools – 
a middle school that has been ranked Exemplary by the Texas Education Agency since 
the school first opened, and a popular, combined middle and high school campus that 
offers the challenging and intensive International Baccalaureate program.

nationally



RECOGNIZED
Prekindergarten Proud
As a leader in early childhood education, SBISD is 
one of the few districts in the nation to provide 
full-day prekindergarten for all students. 

To enroll, a student must be 4 years old on or 
before Sept. 1 of the current school year and 
reside in SBISD.

Five Schools for Early Learning are designed 
especially for 4-year-olds. The five – Bear Blvd., 
Lion Lane, Tiger Trail, Wildcat Way and Panda 
Path – offer safe and secure locations for the 
district’s full-day program. Prekindergarten class-
es are also offered at several elementary schools. 
Students who meet state eligibility requirements 
attend prekindergarten at no cost. Others may 
attend at the low cost of $500 per month payable 
for nine months.

Dual Language 
Options
About a decade ago, the Dual 
Language Program at Cedar Brook 
Elementary School began with two 
kindergarten classes. Today, the 
school offers dual language class-
es from prekindergarten through 
fifth grade. 

Native English speaking stu-
dents join young native Spanish 
language speakers beginning in 
prekindergarten or kindergarten. 
Admissions may occur at higher 
grade levels based on available 
space and individual assessment. 

For program graduates, West-
chester Academy for International 
Studies, one of the district’s pub-
lic charter schools, offers ongoing 
dual language instruction.

Recently, new district Dual Lan-
guage Programs have opened at 
Pine Shadows and Sherwood el-
ementary schools. 

Elsewhere, prekindergarten 
through second grade students 
in SBISD who qualify for bilingual 
programs are enrolled the dis-
trict’s One Way Dual Language 
Program. 

This new program bases language 
instruction by specific content 
classes and grade level, with Lan-
guage of the Day practice in both 
English and Spanish. 





TAKS & Other Measures
At the state level, the Texas Assessment of 
Knowledge and Skills, or TAKS, is the key 
measure used to fulfill federal law under the 
No Child Left Behind accountability system. 
Under TAKS, students are tested each spring 
in grades three through 11 in Reading, Math, 
Writing, Social Studies and Science. Not all 
grades are tested in every subject. In 2007-
2008, TEA rated 23 of our schools as Ex-
emplary or Recognized, the top two ratings 
awarded by the state agency. Fifteen more 
schools were rated Academically Acceptable, 
as was SBISD as a public school district.

Under TEA’s Gold Performance Acknowl-
edgement system, a separate measure of 
accountability, 32 schools received 116 
awards, or GPAs, for high performance in ar-
eas critical to student achievement and suc-
cess. Among other highlights, 20 elementary 
schools, eight middle schools and four high 
schools received one or more acknowl-
edgements. Bunker Hill Elementary earned 

GPAs in every category, a very difficult ac-
complishment.  Elsewhere, several outside 
groups have analyzed SBISD and praised 
district schools and academic achievement. 
In 2007-2008, the nonprofit research group 
Children at Risk put two of our high schools 
in its Top 10 ranking for the region. Rated 
No. 6 in the city was Memorial High, fol-
lowed closely by the district’s public charter 
middle and high school, Westchester Acad-
emy for International Studies. Stratford High 
was ranked No. 14 by the group; Spring 
Woods High tied at No. 51 with Katy ISD’s 
Mayde Creek High. The group reviewed sec-
ondary schools representing more than 50 
public school districts in the region.

In separate but related news, the national 
credit rating agency Standard & Poor’s has 
reviewed SBISD through its education-related 
division and has awarded it the Texas Out-
performing School District distinction, an-
other indicator of high performance.

excellence
Standards of Excellence
•	 24 National Merit Semifinalists in 2007-2008
•	 2007 Honor School Board of Texas recognition
•	 17 schools honored as national exemplary “Blue Ribbon” Schools
•	 SAT scores above state and national averages
•	 16 schools recognized by Texas for academic performance
•	 HEB Excellence in Education – Principal of the Year Award
•	 7 schools presented cash awards in the Texas Successful Schools Program
•	 5 Texas Teachers of the Year
•	 4 Regional Teachers of the Year
•	 2 Texas Gifted Teachers of the Year
•	 7 West Houston Chamber of Commerce Teachers of the Year
•	 “Outperforming School District” designation from Standard & Poor’s

standards



FUTURESBuilding Futures
In November 2007, Spring Branch voters approved a $597.1 million Bond, the biggest 
in district history. Over the decade ahead, the bond plan will transform the district for 
the future. The bond program supports rebuilding 12 of the district’s oldest schools, 
replacing and upgrading critical electrical, HVAC and other systems, and improv-
ing athletic facilities and safety and security systems across SBISD. Bond funds have 
helped purchase 85 new school buses and upgraded technology on every campus.

This year, groundbreaking events were held at Hollibrook and Westwood elementary 
schools, and more are planned soon. During 2008, SBISD opened two new facilities – 
a state-of-the-art Police Command Center and a new Athletic Complex that includes 
office suites, a new field house and training area. A new playing field was also in-
stalled at Tully Stadium before football season got under way. 

A Connected Community
Using about $50 million allocated for 
upgrades in the $597.1 million Bond Plan, 
SBISD has taken several bold steps to set 
a new standard for the use of 21st cen-
tury technology in teaching and learning.

One clear sign of SBISD’s commitment 
to update its technology is the ACTIV-
classroom, an interactive instructional 
technology based in the classroom that 
includes an electronic whiteboard, mobile 
projector, handheld student voting tools, 
multimedia carts and related teacher lap-
tops and docking stations. 

In 2008, all SBISD teachers were is-
sued new laptops, and hundreds of 
ACTIVboards were installed across the 
district. Within a few years, the digital 
classroom of the future will be a real-
ity in 1,300 of our classrooms. Teachers 
can design and deliver specific lessons to 
students through the ACTIVclassroom’s 
technology and multimedia options, and 
they have received hours of training to 
support this technological leap.

Elsewhere, the installation of new finan-
cial and human resource software sys-
tems promises to mirror the technological 
improvements in our classrooms.
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Partners and Volunteers
Through strong school, community and volunteer partnerships, SBISD has deepened 
and increased parent and community involvement in its schools and provided a new 
focus for pride and support across Spring Branch. Only a few years after its founding, 
the popular Good Neighbor program honored 170 business and community partners 
during the third annual program dinner and recognition event. 

To be a Good Neighbor, individuals and businesses undertake three or more activi-
ties over the course of a school year the support the district, a particular campus, or 
SBISD’s teachers and students.

To honor its 9,000-member volunteer army that includes hundreds of mentors and 
tutors that meet one-on-one with students each week, SBISD last year was awarded a 
$583,000 U.S. Department of Education Mentor program grant. The district’s Spring-
Board Mentoring program was named the top program of its kind statewide by the 
Texas Association of Partners in Education and the Texas GEAR UP project. 

SBISD also supports an annual fall Parent U program of classes, which are typically 
held on Saturday. A variety of volunteer opportunities are offered through the district’s 
Community Relations Department.
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Spring Branch Education Foundation
The nonprofit Spring Branch Education Foundation (SBEF) and its 50-member 
Board is composed of generous individuals, corporate donors and foundation-
related granters that support its motto, “Investing in Our Future Today.” 

The nonprofit organization supports Spring Branch schools through tax-deduct-
ible contributions. These gifts, which resulted in a “check” totaling $420,684 to 
the Board of Trustees, are invested in district programs that lead to measurable 
improvements in student academic performance and develop the social skills, 
including an appreciation for the fine arts, which help create future citizens with 
heart and soul.  

SBEF grants fund student and staff scholarships, mentoring programs, J. Landon 
Short mini-grants for classroom projects, Arts Partners programs, the Altharetta 
Yeargin Art Museum and designated campus projects, to name just a few. 

Since its founding in 1993, SBEF has raised more than $6 million, and it has won 
the Houston Promise Award from the Greater Houston Partnership.

For more information about the Education Foundation, visit us online:

www.springbranchisd.com



Five-Year Plan Goals
To meet our community’s high expectations for excellence in our schools

Student Performance
SBISD will be the premier college-focused district in the State of Texas and 
will prepare all students for success after high school graduation.

SBISD will be an exemplary school district with an enriched and relevant 
prekindergarten through 12th grade curriculum that promotes creativity, 
critical thninking and achievement.

SBISD will ensure that all students have a strong foundation in ethics and 
character development.

SBISD will offer all students a wide range of school sponsored activities out-
side of the classroom.

Safety
SBISD will have a pervasive culture of safety and respect.

Operations
SBISD will use strategic plans to be fiscally responsible and efficiently use all 
resources – human, time and monetary – to support student achievement.

Community
Students, parents and the community will be active partners with educators 
in students’ education.

People
SBISD, as the employer of choice, will recruit and retain the best people by 
rewarding excellence and providing opportunities for continual growth.

ExcellenceFive-Year Plan


