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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Mary Kemick, Council President
Inside this Issue I can't believe we are now counting down towards the end of the
2 Run for the Arts, Offi- school year. Our next General meeting is tomorrow, April 7, at 12am
cer Forms available in the Board Room of the Administration building. Please plan on at-
online tending as we will need a quorum to vote on the slate of officers for
3 Odyssey of the Mind next year.
Teams head to World

Our nominating committee has been working the last few weeks fi-
nalizing our Executive Board for next year. We will still be looking for
chairman to fill key positions, so if you have a heart for volunteering in
the community please consider volunteering for the Council next

Finals
4 Life Member Awards
5 Legislative News

Council Awards Night,

May 6. year. Our speakers at tomorrow's meeting are Rebecca Fuchs and Dr.
2 Council Calendar and Jennifer Blaine. Both will speak on topics of great interest to
Executive Board the local PTA campuses. Camille Tarics will provide another great
lunch for us.

Our meeting in May is scheduled for May 5th. The new officers will be
installed at the May meeting. We also have our Awards night coming
up May 6th. This is a wonderful evening honoring many of our stu-
dents. More on this will come later by email blasts and our May news-
Calendar letter.

Apr7 Council General

Meeting, 11:00 am,
Admin Bldg. Board z 2009 Mayor's Volunteer Houston Awards

;*****************************************************

Room % The City of Houston’s Mayor's Volunteer Houston Awards promote
May 2 Run for the Arts, % volunteerism by recognizing local citizens for acts of uncommon
8:00am * volunteer service. Names come from across Houston through a
May 5 Council General X grassroots nomination effort. Nominations are judged by a commu-
Meeting, 11:30 am, X nity panel comprised of outstanding individuals who reflect Hous-

Altharetta Yeargin

% ton's diversity and are committed to volunteerism.
Art Museum *

. % Our very own PTA Council board member, Iris Story, will be one of
May 6 Council Awards * . , . . L .
Night, 6:30 pm, * this year's recipients of this prestigious award. She was nominated
Admin Bldg. Board % for creating, teaching and maintaining a 3rd-5th grade b.and at Ter-
Room X race Elementary for the past 8 years. Iris is also the Chair for our
X Odyssey of the Mind program. Read about our awesome Odyssey
% teams she coaches on pages 2 and 3.

X Congratulations Iris!
*
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I Make Your Plans for Running for the Arts 2009

* On Saturday, May 2, runners and walkers — 2009 strong (that’s the goal!) — will gather at Memorial
* City Mall, outside JCPenny, to participate in Spring Branch Education Foundation’s 17" annual Run-
% ning for the Arts (RFA).

* “Running for the Arts has developed into a community festival,” says Pam Goodson, RFA chair.
“We'll have music, children’s activities, breakfast provided by Berryhill Baja Grill & Cantina, and
* muchmore!”

224262424 26 24 2 -

% Proceeds will be used by SBEF to fund cultural arts field trips for SBISD students, grades one
z through eight. The district’s Health Fitness Association also will receive funding to award scholar-
: ships to students and teachers.

: SBISD health fitness teachers are getting excited about RFA. Jackie Truesdale at Housman Elemen-
* tary says, “In the past, we had one or two students participate. Last year we got our teachers in-
% Vvolved sponsoring children, and we carried a bus load of students. We hope to double that this

:’, year!”

i PTAs can help:

¢ Encourage everyone you know to register:

¢ Students 18 and under: $15 by April 26, $20 by May 1, $25 on race day
¢ Adults: $20 by April 26, $25 by May 1, $30 on race day

¢ Saturday Sleep-In: $50 by April 26, $60 by May 1, $75 on race day (includes four t-shirts and
credit for your school’s participation)

¢ Help your school earn the highest participation award and win a Young Audiences of Houston
presentation or a gift certificate from Academy Sports and Outdoors

¢ Bea Student Sponsor at the $250 level (10 students) or $100 level (5 students)
¢ Volunteer by calling 713-365-4781

RFA will begin at 8 a.m. for compet|t|ve runners; 5K walkers will follow. The KidsK (1K) non-
competitive run for participants in 8' grade or younger will begin at g a.m.

Registration information is available at each SBISD school or online at www.springbranchisd.com/
sbef. Race packets may be picked up at Sun & Ski Sports at Memorial City Mall on Thursday, April
30,11 a.m.—7 p.m,; Friday, May 1, 11a.m. — 4 p.m., and prior to the event on Saturday, May 2, 6:30

~7:45a.m.
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*********************************

Local Officer Information Forms Available on the Texas PTA Web Site

Your Local Officer Information Forms are now available for download on the Texas PTA Web

site. You may submit this form two ways. Download it to your computer, type in your responses, and
e-mail it as an attachment to membership@txpta.org. You may also print out the hard-copy version
of the form to fill out manually and mail to the state office.

Download the form here or visit www.txpta.org/members/Membership/localoff2009.doc.
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ODYSSEY OF THE MIND TO COMPETE AT WORLD FINALS

On Saturday, March 28, 2009, 141 teams from across the state of Texas competed in the Texas State Tour-
nament held at Spring Forest Middle School and Meadow Wood Elementary Odyssey of the Mind Tourna-
ment. Ten (10) teams from Spring Branch ISD qualified to advance the World Finals May 27-31, 2009 at
lowa State University.

Odyssey of the Mind is an international educational program that provides creative problem-solving op-
portunities for students from kindergarten through college. Kids apply their creativity to solve problems
that range from building mechanical devices to presenting their own interpretation of literary classics.
They then bring their solutions to competition on the local, state, and World level. Thousands of teams
from throughout the U.S. and from about 25 other countries participate in the program.

The Problems synopses for this year are:

Problem 1: Earth Trek - This problem requires teams to design and build a small vehicle that will visit four
locations. The locations will be different places within one or more team-determined environments. Each
time the vehicle leaves a location it will look different in appearance, and after leaving one of the locations
it will appear to be a group of vehicles that are traveling together. The team's performance will incorporate
the visits to the locations, the environments, and the changes in appearance of the vehicle. Sponsored by
NASA.

Problem 2: Teach Yer Creature - Teams will create a humorous performance about a mechanical creature
that acts like a real mammal or bird and learns lessons. The creature will act like the real animal by per-
forming tasks the way it would, including traveling, eating, and turning its head. It will be taught two les-
sons by a Creature Teacher and will "accidentally" learn a behavior by observing others. During the per-
formance the creature will surprise the audience by demonstrating the "accidental" behavior it learned.

Problem 3: The Lost Labor of Heracles - Teams will create and present an original performance about the
ancient Greek hero Heracles. In Greek Mythology, King Eurytheus ordered Heracles to perform 12 labors.
The team will reenact Heracles performing one of the 12 labors, as well as a Lost Labor--a team-created
thirteenth labor forgotten in history. The performance will also include a god or goddess from Greek My-
thology, an original mythological creature that plays a role in the Lost Labor, and the team's version of why
the Lost Labor was forgotten in history.

Problem 4: Shock Waves - The problem is to design and build a structure out of balsa wood and glue that
will balance and support as much weight as possible while absorbing shockwaves. The team will test its
structure by placing weights onto it. During specific intervals the team will place one or two spacers on the
top weight and will then place a weight on them. The team will remove the spacers so the top weight falls
onto the stack causing a shockwave. The team will add weight until its structure breaks or time ends. The
team will also create and use an original method to place its structure onto the tester and will incorporate
the testing of the structure into a performance.

Problem 5: Superstition - The problem is to create and present a performance that includes two docu-
mented superstitions, an original superstition created by the team, and the events that caused the original
superstition to come to be. The performance will also include a funny narrator, a costume that is worn by
two or more team members at the same time, and a stage set. During the performance the same stage set
items will be used to change from one setting to another.

At the Texas State Tournament, 4 Spring Branch teams were awarded the highest award, Ranatra
Fusca. The Ranatra Fusca represents the essence of Odyssey of the Mind. It is presented to teams or indi-
viduals who exhibit exceptional creativity, either through some aspect of their problem solution or an ex-
traordinary idea beyond the problem solution. This award is a way to acknowledge and encourage crea-
tive thinking and risk taking.

(Continued on page 4)
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ODYSSEYTEAMS ADVANCETO WORLD FINALS x

; Winning the Ranatra Fusca award at State qualifies the teams to advance to the World Finals. The ™
% Spring Branch IDS teams who won the Ranatra Fusca award are: d
Meadow Wood Elementary, Division | Earth Trek *
Memorial High School, Division Ill, Earth Trek A
Spring Forest Middle School, Division Il, Teach Yer Creature 4
Westchester Middle School, Division I, Shock Waves e

The following is a list of the Spring Branch Teams that placed and will now advance to World Finals. I
Earth Trek il

Valley Oaks Elementary - 2nd Place, Division | !

Spring Woods HS - 1st place, Division llI i

Westchester HS - 2nd place, Division Il %

The Lost Labor of Heracles ol
Stratford HS - 1st place, Division llI I

Shock Waves Y

Spring Oaks MS - 2nd place, Division Il *

Westchester Academy - 1st place, Division IlI X

hese creative teams will be heading for World finals in Ames, lowa May 27-June 1 where they will
ompete with teams from all over the world. For more information contact: Iris Story 713.690.1108 *

g -
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DON’T FORGETTO HONOR THAT SPECIAL VOLUNTEER ATYOUR SCHOOL

The Texas PTA and National PTA have awards that may be presented to deserving individuals
(parents, teachers, administrators, community volunteers, etc.) for outstanding service to your
school. Life memberships are awarded by local, council, district or state PTAs to worthy individuals.
There are 3 types of awards:

e Texas PTA Life Member Award-The cost of Texas Life Membership is $35.

o Texas PTA Extended Service Award-honors those individuals who have been actively involved
in PTA for at lease 10 years and who have already received a Texas Life Membership. The cost
of the Extended Service Award is $50. Honorees do not have to be current PTA members.
Forms for these awards can be found at the Texas PTA website at https://www.formsite.com/
txpta/LifeMemberForm/secure_index.html

» National PTA Life Achievement Award-The National PTA’s Highest honor and any PTA may
confer a National PTA Life Achievement Award on a deserving person. The cost for the Na-
tional PTA Life Achievement Award is $125.00 and you can order online or print forms as the
PTA website under Parent Involvement.
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TEXAS LEGISLATURE PASSES MIDPOINT
Stay tuned!

The 2009 session of the Texas Legislature reached its midpoint Monday, March 23, 2009. More than
7000 bills have been filed. The session ends June 1 so things should begin to move quickly.

Some of the main items facing the Legislature are the budget, the president's stimulus package and
continuing to pay for damage caused by Hurricane lke.

Education is also a hot topic. 406 bills that have been referred to the House Committee on Public Edu-
cation and 195 to the House Committee on Higher Education. The Senate Committee on Education
has 170 bills and 108 have been referred to the Senate Committee on Higher Education.

Here are a few that might be of interest:

* HB3 and SB3 — Accountability: Addresses accountability system with goal to shift the focus
from a single test to overall post-secondary readiness, proposes two-tier system for recog-
nizing performance, proposes changes to graduation (diploma) plans

* HB1555 and SBg82 — School Funding

* HB130 and SB21 - Pre K

* SB175—Top 10% Rule

* SB 1831 — Private school participation in UIL

For more information, visit
Texas Legislature Online - lookup a particular bill, sign up to receive updates on particular bills
Texas PTA website www.txpta.org (under News) — sign up for updates

SBISD website www.springbranchisd.com - check homepage and Policy Administration/
Governmental Engagement Dept page

To obtain more information about National PTA’s advocacy activities at the federal level, visit
www.pta.org and select Take Action tab.

SBISD Board of Trustees election scheduled for May 9

The next election for two positions on the Spring Branch ISD Board of Trustees is scheduled for Satur-
day, May 9.

The Trustee positions for the upcoming election are Position 3, which is currently held by incumbent
Theresa Kosmoski, and Position 4, which is held by incumbent Susan Kellner. Katherine “Kate” Given
filed as a write-in candidate for Position 4 while Position 3 is unopposed. As a write-in candidate,
Given’s name will not be on the ballet but can be written in.

Both positions are for three-year terms. All registered voters who reside in SBISD may vote for these
trustee positions.

SBISD Council of PTAs Page 5 April 2009



LR S 8 e 0 0 0 e g o e’ e’ e o'e S S g e e g ate S o g e S S e e e 8 e e S 0 S S S e S S S S e S S S S S S B 9 o' e

You are invited to the

Spring Branch Independent School District
Council of PTAs
Awards Night

Wednesday, May 6, 2009

6:30 p.m. — 7:30 p.m. Elementary
8:00 p.m. — 9:00 p.m. Secondary

Board Room, SBISD Administration Building
955 Campbell Road

Please join us for this evening celebrating the accom-
plishments of SBISD students, teachers and local unit
PTAs.

We will be recognizing our:

2008-2009 Reflections Contest Winners
2008-2009 Council Scholarship Winners
2008-2009 Odyssey of the Mind Winners
&
2008-2009 Council Award Winners

Light refreshments will be served and families are

welcome
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2009

Date Time Location Program
Tuesday 11:00 a.m. to1:00 | Board Room General Meeting; Lunch will be provided by
April 7, 2009 p.m. Admin. Bldg. Council
Saturday 8:00a.m. Memorial City Mall Run for the Arts 5K Walk/Run
May 2, 2009
Tuesday 11:00 a.m.to 1:00 | Altharetta Yeargin Art General Meeting; Lunch will be provided by
May 5, 2009 p.m. Museum Council
Wednesday 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 Board Room Council Awards Night
May 6, 2009 p.m. Admin. Bldg. 6:30 —7:30 pm Elementary

8:00 — 9:00 pm Secondary
Tuesday 11:00 a.m.to1:00 | Board Room Executive Meeting; Council Officers/New Presi-
May 12, 2009 p.m. Admin. Bldg. dent’s Orientation and Luncheon

Council of PTAs Calendar of Events

Council of PTAs Executive Board

2008-2009
Officer Name Email
President Mark Kemick mkemick@comcast.net

1* VP Programs Camille Tarics
2" VP Leadership

3" VP Membership

cnt4456@aol.com

Lindy Tennet [tennet@yahoo.com

Laura Casanover Icasanover@yahoo.com

Secretary Kay Kurisky kkurisky @sbcglobal.net
Treasurer Mike Story storytunes@aol.com
HELPFUL WEBSITES

SBISD PTA Council Website - www.springbranchisd.com/partners/pta/pta.htm

Check out the Council website — it has been updated and includes more information about

Council and PTA in general. One of the additions provides links to resources about PTA and parenting
in Spanish. Check it out.

Texas PTA Web site - www.txpta.org

Be sure to visit the members’ site — you will need the user name and password from the back of your
membership card. Find officer and chairman guides, membership information and more.

National PTA website - www.pta.org

Check out the "PTA Great Idea Bank” under Leadership Resources — Local Leaders (you will need
username and password here as well)

Spring Branch ISD - www.springbranchisd.com

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

The newsletters are published about the 1st of every month. Copies of published newsletters along with up-
coming deadlines, can be found at www.springbranchisd.com/partners/pta/newsletter.htm.

PTAs —feel free to send articles on your campus events. We welcome your information. Email your articles to
pam@txreynolds.com. Thank you.
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