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Introductions & Objectives for the Session  

April Falcon-Blanco
SBISD Director of pre-K and 
Early Childhood Programs

Stefanie Spencer
Director of Bear Boulevard 
School for Early Learning

Session Agenda:
● Why SBISD prekindergarten
● A day in the life of a SBISD prekindergarten student 
● Program options and registration information
● Ways to help your child to be prekindergarten ready



Kindergarten Ready

Core Characteristics are essential in SBISD
• Academically Prepared
• Ethical and service-minded
• Empathetic and self-aware
• Persistent and adaptable
• Resourceful problem-solver
• Communicator and collaborator

Social and academic skills
Success in high school and beyond

Why Pre-K?

Why Spring Branch Pre-K?



SBISD pre-kindergarten students demonstrate:

● Increased vocabularies
● Strong early literacy skills
● Confidence and self-regulation skills
● Kinder ready! 

Why Prekindergarten? What Our Data Says…



We build a strong foundation for language, literacy, 
and numeracy while enhancing the social 

development of each child. 

We do this by:

● Leveraging the strengths of every child; 
● Providing a child-centered environment;
● Ensuring all students have a highly qualified, well 

trained teacher and teacher assistant. 

SBISD Prekindergarten



● Follows the Texas Education Agency Prekindergarten Guidelines.

● A focus on oral language development: 
○ Purposeful play
○ Serve and Return (A conversational tool)
○ Read Aloud, storytelling and naming their environment 

● Our approach to literacy, numeracy, science & social studies instruction:
○ Small groups of students & differentiated instruction 
○ Centers and workstations

● Parents as partners:
○ Parent engagement  and education opportunities 

The Foundation of SBISD Prekindergarten  



● https://tea.texas.gov/academics/early-childhood-education/texas-prekindergarten-
guidelines

Texas Education Agency Prekindergarten Guidelines  

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/early-childhood-education/texas-prekindergarten-guidelines
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/early-childhood-education/texas-prekindergarten-guidelines


Developing Oral Language Through Purposeful Play



● Notice the serve and share the child's focus of attention.

● Return the serve by supporting and encouraging.

● Give it a name!

● Take turns…and wait. Keep the interaction going back and forth.

● Practice endings and beginnings.

Developing Oral Language Through Serve & Return



Developing Oral Language Through Read Alouds & Storytelling



Developing Oral Language Through Naming the Environment



. 

A Day in the Life of a Prekindergarten Student



Literacy and Language, Math, Projects (Science and Social Studies)

Whole Group: Teacher models a new skill or reinforces a previously learned skill for students. 
Centers and Small Groups: Teacher provides instruction and/or reminders for new and existing centers.

. 

Teacher Table Teacher as Coach Centers 
and Workstations

Teacher Assistant 
Support

Instructional Blocks



The Pre-K Daily Schedule

7:15  Breakfast & Community Circle (Morning Meeting)
7:45 Block 1 - Language and Literacy

 - Read Aloud
  - Small group, differentiated Instruction, and Centers 
  - Shared Reading

 - Modeled/Shared Writing
 - Read Aloud

10:00 Gross Motor Development Activities
10:15 Block 2 - Mathematics

- Whole group lesson
       - Small group instruction and Math tubs   
11:30 Lunch and Quiet Time
12:30  Read Aloud
12:45 Block 3: Projects Science and Social Studies Integration 
1:55 Recess
2:10 Closing, Reflection and Preparing for Dismissal

A Day In the Life of a Prekindergarten Student



Meals and Community Circle Meals & Community Circle



Block 1 - Language and Literacy
Small Group Reading



Block 1 - Language and Literacy
Writing and Bookmaking



Block 1 - Language and Literacy
Pre-K Students are Authors



In Pre-K, We Write About What We Know and Love!



Block 1 - Language and Literacy
Centers



Block 1 - Language and Literacy
Dramatic Play



Block 2: Numeracy



Block 2 - Mathematics
Centers, Workstations and Exploration 



Block 2 - Mathematics
Dramatic Play 



Block 3 - Projects Science and Social Studies Integration
Explorations and Investigations



Block 3 - Projects Science and Social Studies Integration
Centers and Workstations



Increasing Vocabulary Through Social Studies & Science 



Our Parents Are Our Partners

● Parent engagement activities 

● Communities in Schools

● Parent education - campus and district

● Conferences and volunteer opportunities



Pre-K Parent Resources



SBISD Prekindergarten curriculum is aligned to the Texas Prekindergarten Guidelines 
and follows developmental learning continuums.

CIRCLE Progress Monitoring BOY, MOY, and EOY – required by TEA
• Rapid Letter Naming
• Rapid Vocabulary 
• Math
• Early Writing
• Social and Emotional Development
• Phonological Awareness

Formative assessments to guide instruction such as:
• Concepts about Print, Letter ID, Letter Sound Correspondence 
• Dictation and Writing Vocabulary
• Math 

Curriculum and Assessments



In SBISD, we promise to inspire minds and shape the lives of all 
learners.

All of our pre-kindergarten classrooms are staffed with:
● Highly qualified teachers 
● Teacher assistants

Additionally, we have a pre-kindergarten multi-classroom 
leader and a team of three pre-kindergarten coaches who 
provide:
● Weekly professional development
● Instructional modeling and coaching

SBISD Prekindergarten Staff



SBISD Prekindergarten is Fun!

Pre-Kindergarten is FUN!

● Campus events - Storybook Character Parade, 
Rodeo Parade, Family Picnics

● Study Trips- Houston Children’s Museum, Zoo, 
Guthrie Ag Farm

● Partnering with other SBISD schools- volunteers, 
readers, school plays

● Magic of Early Childhood



 SBISD Prekindergarten Program Information



 SBISD Prekindergarten Program Locations

SBISD offers our pre-K 3 and pre-K 4 program at five schools for early learning.

The Bear Blvd School
The Lion Lane School

The Panda Path School
The Tiger Trail School

The Wildcat Way School 



SBISD Prekindergarten Center Locations

129: Panda Path

130: Lion Lane

131: Bear Boulevard

132: Tiger Trail

128: Wildcat Way



SBISD Prekindergarten Centers 

● Opened in the 2001 and 2002
● Designed for young learners (classrooms, playgrounds, etc)
● Educates approximately 300 students from their zoned 

elementary schools.

Every school offers
● Half day PK3 program
● Full day PK4 program
● Early Childhood Special Education classrooms
● Mainstream/ESL classrooms
● Bilingual Spanish classrooms



 Cedarbrook (Two Way Dual Language Choice Program)
Sherwood (Two Way Dual Language Choice Program)

Tiger Trail now offers the PSE Two Way Dual Language Program. 
 

A lottery is held at the end of January each year for spaces in these pre-K classes.
Contact the school for details.

SBISD Elementary School-Based Prekindergarten Classes

SBISD also offers a full day 4 year old pre-K program at the 
following elementary schools:

Edgewood
Hollibrook
Meadow Wood
Memorial Drive
Nottingham

Rummel Creek
Shadow Oaks
Thornwood
Wilchester
Woodview



Pre-K 4
Must turn 4 on or before September 1st
In district residents only 
Tuition option available if ineligible to attend for free
Transportation provided

Pre-K 3
Must turn 3 on or before September 1st
In district residents only
Must be eligible to attend for free – no tuition for PK 3
Only offered at Pre-K centers
Placement in an AM or PM class is on a first come, first             
served basis
No transportation available

Additional Information About Enrollment in SBISD Pre-K



Prekindergarten Eligibility Criteria:

• The child is a second language learner 

• The child is considered economically disadvantaged (which means a student who is 

eligible to participate in the national free or reduced-price lunch program)

• The child is considered homeless 

• The child’s parent is an active duty member of the armed forces of the United 

States; or was a member who was injured or killed while on active duty; 

• The child is or ever has been in foster care

• The child’s parent received the Star of Texas Award

 

  Prekindergarten Eligibility Criteria

Children who meet State eligibility requirements attend at no charge. 



A tuition option is available for ineligible pre-K 4 children. 

The 2022-2023 SBISD pre-K Tuition is $5,355 per year. 

A nine month payment option is available at $595 per month.

SBISD Pre-K District/Parent Agreement and $50 registration fee due at the time 
of enrollment. 

 Tuition-Based Options for Ineligible Pre-K 4 Children



To enroll, go to www.springbranchisd.com/prek and click ENROLL 
TODAY

Step 1: Are you eligible?

Step 2: Enroll online by clicking New Student Enrollment
• Complete online pre-K Application - mark off all considerations for 
     eligibility.
• Gather documents needed for enrollment – Birth Certificate, 
     Proof of Residency, Immunization Records, Social Security Card, 
     evidence to support pre-K eligibility criteria such as pay stubs, 
     SNAP award letter, military ID. 
Step 3: Call school to verify and complete registration.

Early registration opens April 10, 2023.

http://www.springbranchisd.com/prek


How Can You Help Your Child Be Pre-K Ready?



❏ Texas Education Agency (TEA) Pre-Kindergarten Guidelines
❏ Ted Talk: “Molly Wright: How Every Child Can Thrive By Five”
❏ Rice University Resources for Early Childhood Parents

Prekindergarten Parent Resources

https://glasscock.rice.edu/school-literacy-culture-resources


https://tea.texas.gov/academics/early-childhood-education/texas-prekin
dergarten-guidelines

Texas Education Agency (TEA) Pre-K Guidelines

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/early-childhood-education/texas-prekindergarten-guidelines
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/early-childhood-education/texas-prekindergarten-guidelines


TED Talk: “Molly Wright: How Every Child Can Thrive by Five.”

https://www.ted.com/talks/molly_wright_how_every_child_can_thrive_by_five?language=en

https://www.ted.com/talks/molly_wright_how_every_child_can_thrive_by_five?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/molly_wright_how_every_child_can_thrive_by_five?language=en


Rice University School Literacy and Culture Parent Resources 

https://glasscock.rice.edu/school-literacy-culture-resources

https://glasscock.rice.edu/school-literacy-culture-resources
https://glasscock.rice.edu/school-literacy-culture-resources


Rice University School Literacy and Culture Parent Resources 

https://glasscock.rice.edu/school-literacy-culture-resources

https://glasscock.rice.edu/school-literacy-culture-resources


❏ Nursery Rhymes
❏ Story Telling
❏ Serve and Return
❏ Naming the world around them
❏ Reading about school 
❏ Being a helper at home
❏ Practice sharing
❏ Create authentic learning experiences
❏ Work on their fine motor skills

How can I help my child be pre-K ready? 



We look forward to having you in SBISD prekindergarten for the 2023-2024 
school year!

❏ Inclusion in a well rounded, highly successful school district.
❏ Highly qualified teacher and teacher assistant in each classroom. 
❏ SBISD Prekindergarten students outperform others!
❏ We prepare students to be successful on their T24 Journey. 

See you in August!


