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Topics for Today

 Why Take Advanced Academic 
Classes?

 What’s the Difference? 
AP/DC/DE/IB

 How  to Support your Student
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The Path Toward College
 Advanced Academic Courses (AAC) courses 

prepare students for high school AP and 
Dual Credit courses

 AACs prepare students for the rigors of 
college, where the intense work catches 
many college freshmen by surprise 

 Advanced Academic courses help improve
student writing skills, problem-solving
techniques, and study habits.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 6th- 10th, Advanced Academic Coursework (currently known as Pre-AP), Introduces students to the challenge of college level courses1. Pre-AP lays a foundation that prepares students for more rigorous coursework in HS2. Freshmen often aren’t ready. Professors say it, studies show it. Many students come to college and need remedial courses. Students that need remedial courses in the beginning are less likely to finish with a degree.3. Students already have had a taste of studying hard. 
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Expanding Student 
Options

 Introduces students to the challenge of college 
level courses

 College level credit being earned

 Faster entrance to upper-level college courses.

 Expand academic interests 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
What options can students have with a more flexible schedule? Reduces the chance for failureReduces need for remedial coursework
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Who Takes Advanced 
Classes?

 Anyone who chooses the challenge

 SBISD has a commitment to open 
access

 GT Students

 Students that enjoy an intellectual 
challenge
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College Admissions

Students evaluated based on 
courses available at their High 
School.

Students compared between like 
high schools.

AP Course grade vs. AP Test Score 
Results 

Strength of course selection over 
time. 9
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Time and Money

 Students that take advanced 
courses in HS are more likely to 
complete a college degree on time. 
♦ Only 1 in 4 college students complete a 

bachelor’s degree in 4 years. 

 Graduating in four years represents 
significant savings on tuition. 

10*College Outcomes Comparisons by AP and Non-AP High School Experiences, The College Board, 2008 
**The College Board, Trends in College Pricing 2011, Figure 1

Presenter
Presentation Notes
WOW factorCan save a semester worth of classes.Statistics -  just taking the class improves the chances of finishing on time, sitting for the test improves it even more, the better you do on the test, the higher the chances of finishing are. 
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AP/DC/IB/DE…
OH MY!
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COURSE CATALOG
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Advanced Academic Courses
(previously Pre-AP)

 Beginning step in the AAC program

 Offered in 6th – 10th grade

 AAC courses add strategies to prepare 
students for AP and other advanced 
courses

 Helps improve writing skills, problem-
solving techniques, and study habits.
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Middle School Math Course Sequences
6th Grade 7th Grade 8th Grade 9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade

No Acceleration

6th Math 7th Math 8th Math Algebra I Geometry Algebra II Adv. Math

One Year Acceleration

6th AAC/GT 7th AAC/GT Algebra I Geometry Algebra II Pre-Calculus AP Calculus

Two Year Acceleration

7th AAC/GT Algebra I Geometry Algebra II AP Statistics Pre-Calculus AP Calculus



One Year Acceleration – Curriculum Sequence

Eligibility: Students should be at “meets expectations” 
on 5th grade STAAR 
Choose on course selection form

STAAR test – 6th Grade Math

Algebra In 8th grade
Geometry in 9th or summer school before 9th



Two Year Acceleration – Curriculum Sequence 

Eligibility: Two Options: 
1. Summer Jump Start Program
2. Credit by Exam for 6th grade math

STAAR test – 7th Grade Math

Algebra In 7th grade with End of Course exam
Geometry in 8th
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Advanced Academic Courses

Move at a faster pace

 Require more independent learning

 Require more homework

 Stretches intellectual muscles

 Be cautious about packing a schedule
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Advanced Academic Courses

 Designed by SBISD curriculum teams to 
add depth critical thinking strategies.

 Designed to engage students

 Do not have end of year standard exam.

 Not overseen by College Board. 

 AACs are weighted. 
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Weighted Courses?
 GPA is averaged based on students 

grades in their High School Classes

 Students can only have 4 weighted 
courses per year; 1 in each of the 4 core 
areas. (math, science, English, science)

19

Regular Courses Weighted Courses
A= 4 points A = 5 points
B = 3 points B = 4 points
C = 2 points C = 2 points

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All coursework can be applied to the Texas Common Core, which are guaranteed to transfer to any Texas Public Institution. Students earn both a high school grade and college grade. The high school grade includes all homework, projects, and tests assigned during the course; the college grade includes only those tests and projects included in University’s college course. You may find out more about this program on their website at the following link. https://onramps.utexas.edu/districts/MHS: English 1301, US History, Comp Science (junior or senior)DC: British Lit for those that took 1301 already - advanced biotechSHS: SWHS: Feb 21 – parent meeting 6:30, auditorium. Pre-Cal, statistics and comp sci – dual credit, 
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Advanced Placement (AP®)
 Course frameworks and standards 

developed by the College Board.

 Teacher must submit a course syllabus 
to be approved yearly. 

 School maintains a roster of their 
approved courses. 

 Standard exam offered at the end of 
each year (optional)
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Advanced Placement (AP)
 Rigorous, college-level coursework for high 

school credit

 Students prepare for and take AP exams

 Colleges use AP exam scores to award 
college credit

 SBISD instructors

 Open access to SBISD students

 Exam primarily paid for by parent
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Which AP Course are 
Offered?

• Arts: Art History, Music Theory, Studio Art: Drawing Portfolio, Studio Art: 2-D 
Design Portfolio, Studio Art: 3-D Design Portfolio

• English: English Language and Composition, English Literature and 
Composition

• History and Social Sciences: European History, Human Geography, 
Macroeconomics, Microeconomics, Psychology, US Government & Politics,  
US History, World History

• Mathematics: Calculus AB, Calculus BC, Statistics

• Sciences: Biology, Chemistry, Environmental Science, Physics 1 & 2, Physics C: 
Electricity and Magnetism, Physics C: Mechanics, Computer Science

• World languages: French, German, Italian, Spanish Language, Spanish 
Literature 

• AP Capstone Program and Diploma (SHS and SBAI) 22
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International 
Baccalaureate (IB)

 Only offered at Westchester Academy (WAIS)

 IB exams take place Junior and Senior year

 Students have the option to graduate with an IB 
diploma

 Teachers go through content and model specific 
training to follow IB standards

 Colleges use IB exam scores to award college 
credit

 Exams are mainly paid for by parents

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some courses are AP/DC



Inspiring  minds.
Shaping lives.

Dual Credit (DC)

 Students earn HS credit  and college credit at the 
same time by completing Houston Community 
College (HCC) Courses. 

 3 College credit hours earned and placed on 
college transcript (HCC) when student passes 
the class. 

 Transferrable in Texas

 Must meet college-readiness standards via the 
PSAT, SAT, ACT, or via a STAAR EOC waiver. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some courses are AP/DCDual credit allows students to earn high school and college credit simultaneously by successfully completing Houston Community College Courses.
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Dual Credit (DC)
 SBISD instructors embedded at SBISD 

campuses. 

 Taught at the high school or at the HCC campus.

 Courses vary by campus 

 Tuition paid by SBISD

 Students purchase textbooks 

 DC courses are weighted

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some courses are AP/DCDual credit allows students to earn high school and college credit simultaneously by successfully completing Houston Community College Courses.Scholarship for books available
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Dual Credit (DC)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some courses are AP/DCDual credit allows students to earn high school and college credit simultaneously by successfully completing Houston Community College Courses.Scholarship for books available
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OnRamps – Concurrent 
Enrollment

 Students earn HS credit  while potentially earning 
college credit while in HS. 

 Students receive HS credit when they complete 
the course

 Students may choose to accept the 3 college 
credit hours if they pass the college portion of the 
course. 

 SBISD teacher teaches HS portion

 College instructor leads the distance learning. 
27

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All coursework can be applied to the Texas Common Core, which are guaranteed to transfer to any Texas Public Institution. Students earn both a high school grade and college grade. The high school grade includes all homework, projects, and tests assigned during the course; the college grade includes only those tests and projects included in University’s college course. You may find out more about this program on their website at the following link. https://onramps.utexas.edu/districts/MHS: English 1301, US History, Comp Science (junior or senior)DC: British Lit for those that took 1301 already - advanced biotechSHS: SWHS: Feb 21 – parent meeting 6:30, auditorium. Pre-Cal, statistics and comp sci – dual credit, 
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OnRamps – Concurrent 
Enrollment

 Students enrolled in the SBSID course and 
the UT course. 

 Same assignments

 Separate gradebooks and grades.

 OnRamps tuition fees are paid by SBISD

 Courses vary by campus

 OnRamps courses are accessed through 
Canvas

 OnRamps courses are weighted 28

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All coursework can be applied to the Texas Common Core, which are guaranteed to transfer to any Texas Public Institution. Students earn both a high school grade and college grade. The high school grade includes all homework, projects, and tests assigned during the course; the college grade includes only those tests and projects included in University’s college course. You may find out more about this program on their website at the following link. https://onramps.utexas.edu/districts/MHS: English 1301, US History, Comp Science (junior or senior)DC: British Lit for those that took 1301 already - advanced biotechSHS: SWHS: Feb 21 – parent meeting 6:30, auditorium. Pre-Cal, statistics and comp sci – dual credit, 



Inspiring  minds.
Shaping lives.

OnRamps
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
All coursework can be applied to the Texas Common Core, which are guaranteed to transfer to any Texas Public Institution. Students earn both a high school grade and college grade. The high school grade includes all homework, projects, and tests assigned during the course; the college grade includes only those tests and projects included in University’s college course. You may find out more about this program on their website at the following link. https://onramps.utexas.edu/districts/MHS: English 1301, US History, Comp Science (junior or senior)DC: British Lit for those that took 1301 already - advanced biotechSHS: SWHS: Feb 21 – parent meeting 6:30, auditorium. Pre-Cal, statistics and comp sci – dual credit, 
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How Do I Help?
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Organization

 Planner, Family Calendar

 Set aside time for activities and study

 Build class schedule accordingly

32



Inspiring  minds.
Shaping lives.

Homework

 Homework

 Reasonable Expectations

 Skyward Family Access / Itslearning

 Teacher Communication

 Growth Mindset / Grit

 Plan for failure
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They are still kids…

 Extracurricular Activities

 Advanced Movers and Athletics

 Electives

 Expect social changes

 Monitor technology

 Constantly shifting

34
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Developing Interests

Clubs and Electives

Summer Camps and Programs

Career Days

College Visits

Networking

35
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Interest Surveys

 Briggs-Meyer

 Big Future: 

 Shmoop

 Thrively

 Princeton Review Career Quiz

 What color is my parachute? 

36

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Big Future: https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/ (click on explore careers)Shmoop: https://www.shmoop.com/careers/ (Career quiz on the far right) Finally, a website called Thrively has some options for career exploration as well. It is worth checking out. There are free parts and paid parts. Www.thrively.com Princeton Review Career Quiz: https://www.princetonreview.com/quiz/career-quiz What color is my parachute? book: https://www.amazon.com/dp/B077LNSK9Z/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1  Taking several, he may be able to see if there are similarities in the results. I hope this helps. J
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Other Resources
 www.shmoop.com – AP, SAT, ACT test 

prep – free services for SBISD students.

 www.collegeboard.org/apcreditpolicy

 www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org

 www.Khanacademy.org – free tutorials 
and support, SAT prep

 Naviance

 OnRamps Website
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Notes for Chat: Shmoop for Students: https://schools.shmoop.com/public-api/google-sso-enterprise/1/start/DDA1EE37621A4DCCA7EC1DE70D02E6DF/s Shmoop flyer: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mS65r6AIK7TC9QUsZ4flLdzXeef3T9-g/view?usp=sharing AP Credit Policy: www.collegeboard.org/apcreditpolicyBig Future: www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org Advanced courses comparison sheet: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IRthPH8mY5l5sd-RC5xlVm7-MT6egL2j/view?usp=sharing 

http://www.shmoop.com/
http://www.collegeboard.org/apcreditpolicy
http://www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
http://www.khanacademy.org/
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For More Information

 Your School Counselor

 AP / Pre-AP / GT

 Amy.Ellingson@springbranchisd.com

 Dual Credit / Dual Enrollment 

 Donna.Handlin@springbranchisd.com

40
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Thank You!

Please give us 
your feedback.

https://forms.office.com/r/cPEzxXpSBa

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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Session II 
will start at 10:00 a.m.

Visit the SBISD Parent U site 
to check the Course Guide 
for topics  

www.springbranchisd.com/parentu
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