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What are the types of writing that we do in school? 

 

Narrative
Informational

Opinion



What can this 
look like in your 
home? 



Supporting Writing at Home
● Model it: notes, email, shopping lists. 

Ask your child what might he/she 
add to the list. 

● While shopping...have your child 
write a reverse list. Engage your child 
in writing while shopping. 

● Write down the stories that your child 
says while playing Legos, trucks, 
dolls. Read the story back and have 
your child illustrate it. 

● Practice letter formation



Ideas to Connect to Writing in 
School

● Find small moments
● Oral rehearsal
● Using sequencing words

Great Responses to Stories
● Tell me more about…
● What did it look like? What did 

it sound like? Who else was 
there?

● Oh, you should write about that!

Great Writing Materials That You 
Might Already Have at Home

● Notebook paper
● Computer paper
● Scrap paper
● Index cards
● Post-it Notes
● Any pen or pencil
● Markers 
● Colored pencils
● Chalk
● Crayons
● Shaving Cream





Video: Using Legos to Build Oral Language



Videos from Teachers College at Columbia University

https://tcrwp.padlet.org/TCRWP/k_2_family_videos


Understanding Handwriting Processing 

Despite the widespread beliefs that handwriting is purely a motor skill or that only multisensory methods are 
needed to teach handwriting, multiple language processes are also involved in handwriting. Handwriting draws on 
language by hand (letter production), language by ear (listening to letter names when writing dictated letters), 
language by mouth (saying letter names), and language by eye (viewing the letters to be copied or reviewing for 
accuracy the letters that are produced from memory) (Berninger & Wolf, 2016).



Letter Formation Supports 

● Use letter formation paper to give context of where the letter 
needs to begin, end- go from concrete to abstract

● Verbalize letter name and sound: “c says /k/”

● Make it tactile by using a bumpy screen, puffy paint, or 
sandpaper- there are roughly 3,000 nerve endings in our 
fingertips

● Model and verbalize before student practices 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hi6-9g1KFW82N8UAwnb4CSSQe54ayNMR/view?usp=sharing


Building Fine Motor Muscles
● Your child can strengthen his fingers and improve his pencil grip using 

pinching tools found around the house such as tweezers, kids’ chopsticks 
joined at one end, or ice tongs.

● Toss pieces of cereal, cotton balls, balled up scraps of paper, or small 
erasers  onto the table and see how many you and your child can pick up 
with a pinching tool in a minute. 

● Play board games and use pinching tools to move the playing pieces.
● Roll clay into ropes and practice making letters with your child. This builds 

hand strength, boosts fine motor skills, and reinforces the shapes of 
letters in the mind. 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1GGLHbagrsbIO-iAO9h6XNLuoE7qPu4II/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1e5HLlXvYWpcK49LokQhAbUsSSIJne5oV/preview


Increasing Writing Fluency 

Back Burners
Things you do automatically,

without actively thinking about them 
Front Burners

Things you must concentrate actively 
to do (working memory)

Difficulty with transcription skills, including spelling, 
mechanics and handwriting interfere with working memory, 

which prevents students from getting their thoughts on 
paper effectively 

“...Automaticity of letter writing is the single best predictor of length and quality of written composition 
in primary years.” (Graham, 
Berninger, Abbott, Abbott &Whitaker, 1997)

SBISD Dyslexia Website Handwriting Resources

https://www.springbranchisd.com/about/departments/academic-performance/student-support-services/dyslexia-services
https://padlet.com/aissapainter/wjg6t1p47894h65y


Oral Language Development
● We learn language by interacting with others. 
● In general:

○ Children say their first words between 12 and 18 months of age.
○ They begin to use complex sentences by the age of 4 to 4 ½ years.
○ By the time they start kindergarten, children know most of the 

fundamentals of their language, so that they are able to converse.

● As with learning to walk, learning to talk requires time for 
development and practice in everyday situations. 

Young Children’s Oral Language Development

https://www.readingrockets.org/article/young-childrens-oral-language-development


Oral Language Development 
& Literacy

Research tells us that children who have strong oral language skills often have 
strong reading and writing skills. Educators and parents should encourage oral 
language even in the earliest stages of a child’s development. 

● Get close & listen: Your child should see your lips and facial expressions (eyes).
● Respond & expand: Respond with gestures or words and expand the conversation.
● Introduce new words: Use new words to expand vocabulary.
● Tell stories: Share past, current, or future events. Use your imagination.
● Use props: Use costumes to role-play and props like puppets, microphone, and telephone.

Promoting Oral Language Development in Young Children 

http://www.handyhandouts.com/viewHandout.aspx?hh_number=120


Oral Language Activities
Try the following activities with your child(ren):

● Word games: “I spy with my little eye…”
● Jokes: Why did the picture go to jail? Because it was framed.
● Riddles: How many months of the year have 28 days? All of them!
● Rhymes: Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star
● Songs: 51 Best Kids’ Songs Almost Any Parent Can Sing
● Tongue twisters: 20 Easy and Popular Tongue Twisters for Kids (I scream, you scream, 

we all scream for ice cream!)

Activities that help develop language learning

https://www.fatherly.com/play/the-50-best-kids-songs-almost-any-parent-can-sing/
https://parenting.firstcry.com/articles/easy-and-popular-tongue-twisters-for-kids/
https://www.britishcouncil.my/english/courses-children/resources/fun-activities-that-develop-language-learning


Storytelling
Sharing stories (real or make-believe) can provide a good bonding time while 
helping develop communication skills. 

A Parent’s Guide to Bloom’s Taxonomy

https://galileo-camps.com/why-galileo/blog/a-parents-guide-to-blooms-taxonomy/


Example

40+ Open-Ended Questions for Kids & Parents

https://carrotsareorange.com/open-ended-questions-for-kids/



