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Phonics/Word Study



What can this 
look like in your 
home? 



Start with your child’s name!

● Clap the syllables in the names in your family
● Beginning sounds in our family names - match with other 

objects (Daddy, dishes; Mommy, mop)
● Recognize the letters in your name and other words that begin 

with these letters
● Chant names, go on a letter hunt, build letters out of found 

objects. 



Phonological 
Awareness  is the 

capacity to 
recognize  and use 
sounds in spoken 

language

Supporting Phonological 
Awareness at Home

● Clapping syllables of objects in 
the house 

● Counting words in a sentence 
to build word awareness. 

● Letter Sound Games (Example: 
I Spy something that starts with 
the /k/ sound.)



Phonemic 
Awareness is the 

ability to recognize 
and manipulate 
phonemes, the 
smallest unit of 

sounds

Supporting Phonemic 
Awareness at Home

● Word play: cat, hat, bat, rat
Or bug, rug, tug, mug while 
throwing a ball back and 
forth

● Say it without the first sound
● Magic Bag - Blend 

phonemes



Supporting 
Emergent 

Readers at Home

●





Level E

Level C/D



ReadSBISD 
Website 
Resources

www.springbranchisd.com/read



Before Reading: 
Sneak Peek 



Say Something 
During Reading



After Reading:

Conversations, 
Connections, and 
Joy Continues



SBISD Dyslexia Department Collaboration
● Despite a strong Tier 1 classroom experience, dyslexia 

can occur in 1 out of 5 students.
● Early intervention is the key.
● Per HB 1886, SBISD screens Kindergartners and 1st 

graders once a year. 

Our Beliefs & Program
● Early evidence-based intervention is essential to 

transformative remediation. 
● Multi-sensory teaching strategies paired with systematic 

sequential lessons focused on phonological awareness 
and phonics help to create pathway in the brain that are 
necessary for learning.

● We use the IMSE Orton Gillingham methodology to 
provide standard protocol instruction to students in our 
program.



Phonological Awareness  

Word Level

Syllable Level

Onset-Rime 
Level

Phoneme Level 

The cat ran down the street.

hap-py bo-nu e-cho no-tice 

c-at fl-ag s-ail m-eat 

c a t

/k/ /a/ /t/



Syllabication

7 Syllable Types

Image copyrighted by IMSE

4 Syllable Division Rules

1. vc/cv
rab/bit

2. v/cv
o/pen

3. vc/v
lim/it

4. v/v
po/et



Understanding Handwriting Processing 

Despite the widespread beliefs that handwriting is purely a motor skill or that only multisensory methods are 
needed to teach handwriting, multiple language processes are also involved in handwriting. Handwriting draws on 
language by hand (letter production), language by ear (listening to letter names when writing dictated letters), 
language by mouth (saying letter names), and language by eye (viewing the letters to be copied or reviewing for 
accuracy the letters that are produced from memory) (Berninger & Wolf, 2016).





Letter Formation Supports

● Use letter formation paper to give context of where the 
letter needs to begin, end , this makes it concrete

● Verbalize letter name and sound: “c says /k/”

● Make it tactile by using a bumpy screen, puffy paint, 
or  sandpaper- there are roughly 3,000 nerve endings 
in our  fingertips

● Model and verbalize before student practices





Reversals
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Supporting writing at home
● Practice letter formation Chalk, salt or 

sugar, shaving cream
● Model it: notes, email, shopping lists.  Ask 

your child what he/she  could add to the 
list.

● While shopping...have your child  write a 
reverse list. Engage your child in writing 
while shopping.

● Write down the stories that your child 
says while playing Legos, trucks, dolls. 
Read the story back and have your child 
illustrate it.



● Phonological Awareness Padlet
● SBISD Dyslexia Padlet
● How to make sounds correctly
● R Video
● SBISD Dyslexia Website
● SBISDDyslexia Twitter Page 

SBISD Dyslexia Resources

https://padlet.com/aissapainter/cta9zuzsvswzfg4m
https://padlet.com/aissapainter/yl4zxq8m2x7m76xp
https://youtu.be/wBuA589kfMg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j-jkuVMqn_0&t=2s
https://www.springbranchisd.com/about/departments/academic-performance/student-support-services/dyslexia-services
https://twitter.com/SBISDDyslexia


What about English Learners (ELs)

● What is the TELPAS?
● TELPAS FAQs for Parents

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1llnsUpsAWf-6BDmve36xGopLhMlmyel6/view?usp=sharing
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/telpas/telpas-resources


TELPAS English Proficiency Levels

● Beginning—are in the early stages of learning English.
● Intermediate—use common, basic English in routine academic activities 

but need considerable English-language support to make learning 
understandable.

● Advanced— understand and use academic English in classroom activities 
when given some English-language support. In social situations, these 
students can understand most of what they hear.

● Advanced High—have a large enough vocabulary in English to 
communicate clearly and fluently in most situations.

  



How do we help our English Learners grow?

Speaking - Structured Conversations (sentence stems)

● FlipGrid

Reading/Listening: 

● ReadWork.org
● Epic!
● YouTube (speed)

https://info.flipgrid.com/
https://www.readworks.org/
https://www.getepic.com/
https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/7509567?co=GENIE.Platform%3DDesktop&hl=en&oco=0


How can families support English learners?

● Be a role model: children imitate actions (reading, speaking in complete sentences)
● Have routines for homework: Have a set time and place with necessary materials
● Practice language in creative ways: Make something (sandwich), draw, paint, acting 
● Use your native tongue: knowledge transfers: vocabulary, reading fluency, elaboration
● Stay connected with teachers: Support your child with class content

                    Parent Article                   Language & Literacy Development Article 

https://www.pearsoned.com/six-tips-for-parentscaregivers-with-english-language-learners/
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/8-strategies-preschool-ells-language-and-literacy-development


Join us on October 26, 
6:00 - 7:00

Parent U: 
Home/School Literacy 

Connection for 
Grades 3-5


