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Nonfiction Passages on STAAR 
will be reading questions based 
on information learned in other 
content areas, particularly in 
SCIENCE and SOCIAL STUDIES. 

Encouraging your child to read 
nonfiction books to support what 
they are learning in all parts of 
school. 



Which words from paragraph ___ best helps the reader understand what ______ means?

The central 

idea of this 

article is  

________ ?

Which text feature in the selection best 
helps the reader understand ________?



8th Grade Social Studies Example







Grades 6-8: RLA
Text Entry

Tip: Encourage your kids to reread before 
answering questions. Text entry is about 
precise language. 



3-5 RLA and 8 SS
Hot Text

Tip: Encourage children to 
use the highlighting tools 
on myON on parts that are 
important to character, plot, 
or central idea in NF.

Tip: Have children point to 
an important line of text in 
their books and school 
reading assignments, if 
they cannot underline/ 
highlight on the text. 



Grades 3-8: RLA and SS
Multipart

Tip: Be a strong reading partner 
by tagging a WHY onto your 
child’s initial answers to help 
them grow ideas from literal to 
inferential. 



Grades 3-8: RLA and SS
Multiselect

Tip: Have a fun discussion after 
watching a movie or TV show to 
list several character traits. 
List your top reasons for liking a 
certain food or place, then discuss 
the why behind this thinking. 



Grades 3-8: STAAR Constructed Responses
Where on the test? Type of Response Possible Rubric 

Points

Short Constructed 
(Reading)

Embedded with 
Reading Passage 

Questions

2-3 Sentences 
(Answer and 

Evidence)

2 Points

Extended 
Constructed 

(Reading)

Embedded with 
Reading Passage 

Questions

Informational or 
Argumentative Essay

5 points on the TEA 
Rubric, but it is worth 
10 points on STAAR

Short Constructed 
(Writing)

Revising Passage Complete Sentence 1 Point

Short Constructed 
(Social Studies)

Demonstrates 
knowledge of content. 
Stand alone question.

2-3 Sentences 
(Answer and 

Evidence)

2 Points



Grades 3-8: RLA and SS
Short-Constructed Response Tip: Encourage your child to 

talk in complete sentences 
when you ask them questions. 

Tip: myON has two tools to 
help build response skills - the 
post-it and the journal. 



Grades 3-8: RLA 
Short-Constructed Response for Writing

Tip: Your child should be aware of compound 
and complex sentences. In reading writing, 
have them go back and revise some of their 
sentences to vary sentence length and provide 
a more developed level of thinking. 



Tip: Our students are writing about a text or 
two that they read on STAAR. 
● They need to have reading stamina and 

writing stamina. 
● They need to be able to understand 

what they are reading. 
● Students need to read at home for long 

periods of time and respond - orally 
and in written form. 



Students will receive up to three points 
for the organization and development of 
their writing. 



Essay Opportunity in Our SBISD Elementary Writing Curriculum

Informational Responses Argumentative Responses

3rd Grade Art of Information Writing
Baby Lit Essay 

Changing the World
Baby Lit Essay 

4th Grade Informational Writing Unit
Literary Essay

Boxes & Bullets
Literary Essay

5th Grade Journalism
Literary Essay

Researched-Based Argument 
Essays

Literary Essay



Essay Opportunity in Our SBISD Middle School Writing Curriculum

Informational 
Responses

Argumentative 
Responses

Correspondence 
Writing 

6th 
Grade

Research-Based 
Information Writing

Literary Essay
Literary Essay Correspondence 

Writing

7th 
Grade

Writing About 
Reading The Art of Argument Correspondence 

Writing

8th 
Grade

Investigating 
Journalism

Literary Essay

Position Papers
Literary Essay

Correspondence 
Writing



Students will receive up to two 
points for the conventions of 
their writing. 



What are the New Items? What is the connection to our SBISD Curriculum? Where do we find this item type in our LA Day? 

Text Entry (Grades 6-8) ● Jots,  turn and talk reading workshop, interactive read aloud, word study, 
close reading

Hot Text  (Grades 3-5) ● club responses/debates
● boxes and bullets 
● writing long off a jot and using exemplars
● close reading

reading workshop, interactive read aloud, word study, 
close reading

Multipart ● talk
● club responses/debates
● long off jots
● progressions

reading workshop, interactive read aloud, word study, 
close reading

Multiselect ● talk
● club responses/debates
● long off jots
● progressions

reading workshop, interactive read aloud, word study, 
close reading

Short Constructed Response ● talk
● club responses/debates
● long off jots
● progressions

reading workshop, interactive read aloud, word study, 
close reading, read aloud

Extended Constructed Response opinion writing
writing about reading
informational writing
correspondence writing 

reading workshop, interactive read aloud, word study, 
close reading, writing workshop, shared writing

#
#
#
#


Link to SBISD Testing 
Calendars, public 
website











Encouraging your child to read 
nonfiction books to support what 
they are learning in all parts of 
school. 





What to know about features and 
accommodations on STAAR
● Accessibility features:  Available to all 

students

● Designated Supports:  Available for students 
who 
○ meet eligibility requirements 
○ use them routinely, effectively and 

independently



Accessibility Features
Built-in Organization / Learning 
Supports:
○ Sticky note tool:  students may make 

notes to themselves that remain on the 
question where it was created

○ Notepad tool:  students may make 
notes to themselves that can be 
accessed from any part of the test

○ Blank Scratch Paper:  includes lined 
paper, graph paper,  plain paper, dry 
erase boards.



Accessibility Features
Built-in Visual Supports:
○ Color settings:  preferences set by 

the student.
○ Line reader:  highlights a line at a 

time, manipulated by the student.
○ Highlighter tool:  controlled by the 

student, to duplicate strategies 
used in class.



Accessibility Features
● Reading Assistance:

○ Grade 3 math:  Test administrator may read 
a word, phrase or sentence when requested 
by the student

○ Any test:  Test Administrator may read an  
extended constructed-response item or 
short constructed-response item to any 
student who requests it



Designated Supports
Oral Administration / Text-to-Speech:

○ Must meet eligibility
■ Identified with dyslexia or related disorder
■ Documented evidence of reading difficulties
■ EB student taking the test in English

○ Text-to-speech is built in to the online test and can 
be turned on for those eligible.

○ Can be used on test questions, answer choices, 
reference materials.

○ Cannot be used on reading passages.  Cannot be 
used on editing passages, test questions or answer 
choices.



All students have access to 
Read Write Google

Text-to-speech       Language supports

Highlighting              Dictionary           



Talk and Type = Spelling Assistance

 This is talk and type spelling 
assistance you go and I think it’s 
probably going to keep typing that 
because I haven’t turned it off now 
I’m going to turn it off



Designated Supports

Supplemental Aids:

● Must meet eligibility
○ Routinely, independently, effectively use it during 

instruction

● Examples:  
○ Mnemonic Devices   (HOMES, PEMDAS)
○ Blank Graphic Organizers
○ Math Charts
○ Graphics



Designated Supports
Blank Graphic Organizers:  

Supporting Students to 
Effectively Use a Blank Organizer



Designated Supports
Blank Graphic Organizers:  

Supporting Students to 
Effectively Use a Blank Organizer



Designated Supports
Blank Graphic Organizers:  

Supporting Students to 
Effectively Use a Blank Organizer



Designated Supports

Extra Time

Paper Administration



TELPAS-Texas English Language Proficiency 
Assessment System

Who? Students in grades K-12 who have been identified as an 
EL.

What? TELPAS is an assessment program for students in Texas 
public schools who are learning the English language.  

When? TELPAS tests are given in the Spring.

Where? TELPAS test are given to students at their own school.

Why?
TELPAS tests are designed to measure the progress that 
each EL makes in becoming proficient in the use of 
academic English.

How? TELPAS tests are offered in both paper and online formats



2022-2023 
Student 

Assessment 
Testing

Calendar

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/student-assessment-testing-calendar-22-23.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/student-assessment-testing-calendar-22-23.pdf


https://txparentportal.emetric.net/login?returnUrl=/list
https://txparentportal.emetric.net/login?returnUrl=/list


TELPAS Redesign
The TELPAS assessment is categorized into 
3 categories:
1. Writing Sample-Write a Story
2. Reading & Writing-Fill in the blanks
3. Listening & Speaking-Describing, Following 

Directions, Matching and Listen to a 
Video/Answer Questions



Writing Sample 
Write or Listen to a Story…Beginning, Middle & End



Reading & Writing 
Multiple Choice (fill in the blank)



Listening & Speaking
Describing, Follow Directions, Matching and Video-Questions



How to Help Your Child Prepare for the TELPAS 
Assessment

https://txparentportal.emetric.net/login?returnUrl=/list
https://txparentportal.emetric.net/login?returnUrl=/list
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/TELPAS_Parent_Tips_English.APPROVED_FORWEB.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/TELPAS_Parent_Tips_English.APPROVED_FORWEB.pdf


Thank you for your 
time. 

We are here to help.  

If you have any 
questions, let us know.


